Advertising Space Available
If you would like to advertise in this newsletter
please contact Brenda Redfern
Email: bjredfern42@aol.com
Advertising rates on Page 3
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Runcton Holme Parish Council
Meetings 2021/2022
The Parish Council normally meet in Runcton Holme
Parish Hall on Downham Road on the 1st Tuesday of
each month at 7.30pm and members of the public are
welcome to attend.

NOTICE
Vacancies for Parish Councillors
Would you like to have input into important
decisions that make a difference in your village?

Yes?
Apply to become a Parish Councillor
The Parish Council currently has Two vacancies for
Parish Councillors. If you are interested or would like
further information please contact the Parish Clerk.
Contact details are on page 16

Elizabeth Hewitt Allotments
There are now allotments available, please contact
Eve 01553 812089 Start your preparation now to

The Runcton Holme Newsletter is compiled by
volunteers from the village and is funded by the
Runcton Holme Parish Council.

be ready for spring planting. If the allotment is too
large why not share with friends and share the rent.

The editorial team do not accept any responsibility for
the accuracy or otherwise of any article or
advertisement appearing in the pages of the Runcton
Holme Newsletter, nor does it necessarily agree with
any of the viewpoints expressed by our contributors in
articles or other items in these pages.

Advertising Rates for one year
(4 issues)

1/16th page: £20, 1/8th page: £25 ,
1/4 page: £50

Copyright remains with the individual
Printed by BCKLWN

Next Issue
We anticipate that the next issue
will be delivered by 1 March 2022.
Deadline for submission of articles,
news, info etc by 7 February 2022
please.
Email: Brenda Redfern at
bjredfern42@aol.com
or Francis or Martin Stevens on
fran.steve3@btinternet.com
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Village News and Views

Runcton Holme Social Club

Runcton Holme Parish Hall
The hall has now re-opened with current activities
(Covid permitting) : Indoor Bowls, Table Tennis, Village
Meet Coffee Mornings and Parish Council Meetings
(see page 3) This is also our polling station.

Opening Hours Currently our opening hours are:

There is a large hall, kitchen, toilets including toilet for
the disabled and parking. Available to hire at very
reasonable rates.

The Club re-opened after the long shutdown and many
people are visiting again but on some evenings there
have not been enough to make it worthwhile. Fridays
used to be a busy evening but so few people are
coming that currently on Fridays the Club is not
opening.

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday at 7pm
Sunday 12 Noon - 2.30pm

To book the parish hall please contact Adrian Baxter on
01553 810400.

Defibrillator

Darts & Dominoes have not got going again yet so the
Club is closed on Monday evenings, Cribb and the
Railway Group are meeting on Tuesdays and the
Country Club is meeting again on Thursdays so the Club
is open both those days as well, evenings the Club
opens at 7-00pm,. Sundays the Club opens at 12 noon
and shuts at 2-30pm.

We have received support for a defibrillator from
villagers . The scouts and the school have kindly offered
to help fundraise for one in the village.
Where would villagers like to see it installed for easy
access and to be available to help all in the village ?
It needs to be outside on a brick wall, with access to
power.

If there are functions booked in then the Club could be
open for longer on the above days and also could be
open on the above closed days.

Watlington Post Office Stores Charity Box

A monthly Bingo session is held on Wednesday
evenings and is quite well attended-see noticeboards
and Club website for dates.

Runcton Holme has been the recipient of money from
the above fund twice in the last couple of months
September £94.48 Runcton Holme Parish Hall
October

The annual Childrens Christmas Party is being held this
year on Sunday 5 December, prior bookings must be
made at the Social Club.

£86.80 Runcton Holme Defibrillator Fund

Thanks to Jim and Ann and to June for her assistance.

Speeding traffic

There are two football teams now using the pitch
mainly on Saturdays and the Club is usually open during
the match

Currently a speed monitor, shared with Wimbotsham, is
being moved around the village and placed in various
locations to record the speed of traffic through the
village. A report will be in the March edition of the RH
Newsletter.

Thursday
Country Club open to all.
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Welcome to the news from Holy Cross
Church of England Primary School!
The Autumn term is in full swing and I am extremely pleased
with how the children from the two schools have settled into
one. There is a positive atmosphere, and approach to
learning and behaviour across all three classes in the school.
In July, the children chose names for their new classes, these
were based upon famous scientists. The children voted in
their classes, and the following classes were born:
Attenborough (EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2),
Seacole (Year 3 and 4) and Einstein (Year 5 and 6).

healthy. And more recently does the school keep you safe
and why; all resoundingly saying yes, and praising the adults
within the school.
The most recent fundraiser they are working towards is
Children in Need, the theme being Fancy Dress inspired by
Strictly Come Dancing and a mini disco! Across the last part
of the term, we will start to discuss ideas to support the local
community in their bid to purchase a defibrillator for the
villages.

Some of the highlights from each class across the past half
term include:
Attenborough Class: Holy Cross C of E Primary School have
welcomed a new cohort of reception pupils. They have
settled really well into Attenborough Class, which as you may
have guessed was named after Sir David Attenborough. The
class have explored their senses in science, how to use and
draw a map in Geography and enjoyed some fantastic
stories. It promises to be a great year with lots of exciting
learning.

As we approach Christmas, we are hoping to bring some
normality to the school year, which the children haven’t had
over the past few. The plans for trips, Christingle, Christmas
assemblies and a trip to the Panto are all in store for the
children, and a few other surprises the staff are keeping
under their hat for the moment!

Seacole Class: What an exciting start to our first term at Holy
Cross C of E Primary School we have had! Seacole Class have
been on a mission in RE, learnt about various systems of the
Human Body in Science, explored maps in Geography and my
personal favourite, learnt about life in Britain from the Stone
Age to the Iron Age - the children can even pronounce the
words Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic - what super
stars. This term has started with a bang as we write about
Arthur (the unlikely hero) and his adventures... I can’t wait to
read the finished stories as the children have been so enthusiastic about the planning stages I know we will have some
amazing tales.

By the time this is published I am hoping that many prospective parents will have been and visited the school at the
Open Mornings held on Tuesday 9th and Tuesday 23rd
November. If you are aware of any children that are due to
start in September, or your child is due to start, please see
our website www.holycrosscofeprimary.co.uk or give us a
call and come and visit. You are more than welcome!
I am delighted to be able to share that plans are in place to
replace the fencing and gates at the front of the school, this
will not only be a lot more aesthetically pleasing to the eye,
but provide a safer entrance and exit to the school for both
the children and visitors. The contractors are bringing the
fencing closer into the school where the current entrance is,
giving much more room to go out of the gate before getting
to the road. It is also being fitted with an entry system and
new light, making it much safer. We will over the next
months be working with and supporting the Parish Council
with regards to the traffic, both in terms of the speed at
which some cars go past the school, and with regards to the
parking. Parents are encouraged to park at the social club
and make the small walk to the school rather than parking
immediately outside.

Einstein Class: The children have settled into their brand new
classroom and are enjoying the new vibrant learning environment. It has been great to get back to weekly swimming
lessons and the progress has been seen in just this short
amount of time. At the end of the half term the class enjoyed
a day of continuous provision which enabled them to be
independent, critical thinkers.
The Class Ambassadors are made up of two children from
each class, chosen by the staff in the class, to represent
them. They meet with myself every four weeks and discuss
what is happening in the school, give feedback from their
class, make requests and discuss fundraising ideas. Currently
they have been discussing one word to describe their school,
answers being: joyful, amazing, fun, fabulous, brilliant and

We wish you all a very merry Christmas and will send further
update on what has happened across the Christmas period in
the next newsletter.
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Wonderful Welney
Whooper Swans are back to over-winter at Welney
after their remarkable migration from their breeding
grounds in Iceland. They are truly beautiful birds.

Winter Magic

In Welney they have chosen a site managed by the

Christmas tide is coming near

Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT) which comprises
850 acres of Fenland.

There’s a hint of magic in the air

Fens are biologically

Shops with windows all a ‘twinkle

rich wetlands typically

Cold blue days with frosts that sprinkle

full of peat which

forms when plant

Silver lights, and noses rosy

material partially

Hurrying back home, so cosy.

decomposes under
saturated soil conditions. Above ground they are lush

Firelight and candles, the smell of spice

with reeds and sedge occupying a mixture of open

Puddings and pies that go in a trice

pools and wet hollows.

Houses ablaze with colour and light

Much of the Fens was drained between 1630 and the
early 1800’s to create access to the rich soils for

Showing so clear in the winter night.

farming.

The glory of the winter skies

This is now of some concern for whilst peat acts as a

Stars reflected in lovers’ eyes

major ‘sink’, absorbing atmospheric carbon, once the
land is drained there is active release of carbon back

Putting up the Christmas tree

into the atmosphere. So if we were to work at better

A sherry for Santa-and one for me!

conserving, protecting and restoring some Fens then

The church bells ring their joyous peal

we can make an important contribution to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions whilst reviving essential

Joining together for that special meal

ecosystems and continuing to bring us the most

To celebrate in our own way

wonderful spectacle of not only Whooper Swans but

The blessing that is Christmas day.

also great flocks of ducks, geese and waders that we
can continue to enjoy at wonderful Welney and hope-

Elaine Carpenter

fully further afield.
If you wish to take some positive action for the climate
then at the WWT website you can sign an online
pledge for the creation of 100,000 hectares of healthy
wetlands to help fight today's climate, nature and wellbeing crises:
https://www.wwt.org.uk/wetlands-can/
Richard Mann

(Written on a recent visit to stay with his Aunt which
included a visit together to the Welney reserve).
rmcourses@gmail.com
https://www.wwt.org.uk/wetlands-can/
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Watlington Medical Centre News
In many cases it is possible to sort a problem over the phone,
if this is not possible a telephone call might lead to several
outcomes including a face to face appointment, a photo or
video consultation or a trip to the pharmacy. Rest assured
we have appointments available each day if a patient NEEDS
to be seen.

Should I wear a mask? Shall I have a booster jab? Are we
going to lockdown again? What about Christmas? We all
have so many questions and there’s not much certainty how
the next few months will pan out but one thing is certain the
last 18 months have been a challenge.
I joined Watlington Medical Centre in Summer 2019, so I had
about 6 months here before we had to tear up the old
routine and completely revamp how we delivered services
overnight when COVID hit in early 2020.

We were delighted to see that the vast majority of our
patients are happy with the access they have to the surgery.
Thanks to those of you who responded to the recent
national GP practice survey (Full results available at https://
gp-patient.co.uk).

Initially we had to take a very cautious approach to seeing
patients, remember at this time there was a strict lockdown
with limited time allowed out of the house for exercise each
day, people were washing groceries and not opening parcels
without a 48 hour quarantine period. As more was discovered about how the virus was spread and PPE became more
available, we evolved our practice weekly to keep up with
government guidance.

Thank you to everyone who has sent cards and tokens of
appreciation throughout the pandemic. Each one has given
the team a welcome lift.
Also well done to everyone who has taken up the offer of a
COVID vaccine so far. Please do get your booster and ‘flu jab’
withflua outbreak
Great Bustard
when you get your invite. The risk of a Ed
nasty
is
high this winter. This is because fewer people will have built
up natural immunity over the last winter season due to
people sensibly following social distancing precautions. By
taking up the vaccine you help to protect not only yourself
but also friends, family and your community from infection.

This time last year we were invited to take part in the
vaccination programme, we took this on on top of our
normal day to day workload. Thousands of vaccines have
been given by the WMC team, but credit must go to Amanda
Moss (Advanced Nurse Practitioner/Partner/Vaccine queen
at WMC) who has personally administered over 4000 COVID
vaccines! She has gone home with a very sore thumb some
days!

So shall I have a booster when I get the invite? Yes. Shall I
wear a mask? Yes, because I think by doing this we’re less
likely to lockdown and more likely to see more of the festive
gatherings we so missed last year.

The pandemic isn’t over and our services will continue to
evolve. Rest assured we always keep patient safety and
quality of care at the centre of what we do. We are open
and have been seeing patients face to face throughout the
pandemic. We still feel some precautions are sensible as we
enter winter and the number of cough and cold viruses
increases e.g. maintaining social distancing in the waiting
room and we ask anyone visiting the practice or pharmacy to
wear a mask.
Watatunga Buggies
Many of you will have experienced telephone triage or
heard about it in the press. So what is it exactly? The word
triage comes from the French verb trier meaning to ‘sort’.
Triage has long been used medical professionals to sort
patients into order of priority, that’s all it is, a way to
efficiently sort people out into a sensible order to be seen.

Best wishes, Dr Nichol.

Medical Centre Opening Hours
Monday
08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Tuesdays
08.30 - Noon
Closed
Wednesday
08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Thursday
08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Friday
08.30 - 13.00
14.00 - 18.30
Closed Saturdays and Sundays
Outside of the above times call 111
General: 01553 810253 Pharmacy 01553 811045

Most of our patient contacts start with a phone call, our
receptionists might as you some questions, occasionally this
might feel intrusive but remember our receptionists are a
vital part of the practice team. They work closely with the
clinical team throughout the day to help prioritise patients
with the most urgent clinical need. They are trained to get
you appropriate help and of course they treat all information
confidentially, so help them to help you by answering them
as fully as you can.

Watlington Pharmacy
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MAGPIE CENTRE BIDS
GOODBYE TO 2021 AND
WELCOMES 2022

Brownies and Guides
1st Watlington and Runcton Holme Brownies and Guides:
CHAIRS, CHARITY AND CHRISTMAS

October saw the last of the 2021 Tea
With a Pony sessions at the Magpie
Centre, home of West Norfolk Riding for the Disabled Association, during which people living with dementia and reduced
mobility and their carers enjoyed tea, cakes and a chance to
meet some of our gentle ponies.

For us, Christmas came
early this year! In
October, the Downham
Market Round Table
donated a set of shiny new
chairs to the unit. This gift
has given us so much more
space in our little hall we've been able to get rid of the clunky, unstackable chairs we
had before and replace them with the chairs from the Round
Table that fold away and stack neatly on the rail. The evening
they came to deliver the chairs felt like Father Christmas was
visiting (if he is not actually a man in a big red suit, but rather
8 men each in Round Table hoodies)!

This activity will recommence on 20 April 2022, and booking
can be done through our website or by calling the Centre on
01553 810202. Cost is £10 per participant, including carer.
We have also launched the first Magpie Centre calendar, for
2022, featuring full colour pictures of our horses and the
range of activities we offer. Each month offers an A4 sized
photo, plus an A4 month/date page, which allows plenty of
room to note appointments and activities.

The extra space means we have far more space in which to
play games, make crafts, and dance… which is what the
Guides did to raise money for BBC Children in Need on 18th
November. After a chaotic craft making session, we took part
in a Dance-athon led by Katie Hicken, one of our Young
Leaders.

The calendars, priced at £6.00 (plus £2.99 post and packing if
ordered via our website www.rda-westnorfolk.org.uk ) are
also available from West Winch Post Office, on A10, PE33
0NP; Vets for Pets, within Pets at Home, Campbells Meadow,
Hardwick Road, Kings Lynn PE30 4YN; Chalk and Cheese,
1 Eastgate Street, Shouldham, Kings Lynn PE33 0DD or
Prontaprint, 24 St James’ Street, Kings Lynn PE30 5DA.

We are merrily looking forward to the Christmas season and
have lots of exciting things planned for the girls. This term, the
Brownies (girls aged 7-10) have been working on their First Aid
by practicing life-saving skills on teddy bears, and a Science
badge for which we welcomed a real-life scientist
Dr Alex Shillings to a meeting. He showed us how to make
fireworks from orange skins, how to make teabags fly, and
how to make a mini rocket! The Guides (girls aged 10-14) have
been working on a Teamwork badge which has involved lots
of problem solving and creative collaboration!

The last two years haven’t been easy for any of us, and
charities have suffered more than most, in terms of reduced
income. However, we are hugely grateful for the support we
have received from all sections of the community. Businesses, clubs and individuals from all over Norfolk and East Anglia
have donated generously and this has enabled us to maintain
our 14 horses and ponies, and to look forward to 2022 with
renewed optimism.

If your daughter (aged 7-14) would like to join us in January,
or if one of your New Years’ resolutions is to take up
volunteering and you want to help run the meetings, please
contact Barn Owl on watlingtonbrownies@gmail.com .
We meet on Thursday evenings during term time.

If you have any queries or require more information, please
email: c.dudley@success-in-english.co.uk or call 01553
828935.

By Barn Owl (Chloe) of 1st Watlington and Runcton Holme
Brownies and Guides

Ist Watlington and Runcton Holme Brownies & Guides
Meet at the Scout Hut in Runcton Holme
Brownies (7 -10 years old) Thursday 6:00 - 7:15 pm

Guides (11 - 14 years old) Thursday 7:30 - 9:00 pm
Email Chloe at watlingtonbrownies@gmail.com
for more information
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This year has been amazing at Watatunga with guests coming from as far as the Shetland
islands just to visit our unique collection of animals and experience a mini safari in the heart
of Norfolk. Although the weather wasn’t always the kindest, there has been plenty to see
with our guides Dee and Jono at the helm.
The blackbuck, one of India’s smaller antelope, had a great year with plenty of young born;
their fragile little legs go at an amazing pace, enabling them to keep up with the rest of the
herd at the tender age of 2 days. The lechwe and Père David also produced a new male calf
each which visitors have watch grow up over the season; in fact, the little male lechwe has already got his horns
and shows them off quite proudly. Deer species only tend to start growing their antlers in the second year so the
Père David will have to wait a little longer.
Our newest species on site were the eastern or mountain
bongo, now critically endangered with less than 100 left in
the wild. Only 1 in 5 of our visitors have ever heard of this
stunning species of antelope, despite them being even more
endangered than the Sumatran tiger. This is something we
are eager to change. With our focus primarily on deer and
antelope species we are bringing the ungulates (a hoofed
mammal) to the attention of the public and educating
visitors on the conservation work being done - and what still
needs to be done - to save these species from extinction.
Possibly our biggest achievement yet this year lies with the
calm, shy sambar deer; a species found throughout Asia. There has been very little conservation work done, and in
many instances, far too little is known about sambar, their sub-species and their care in captivity.
The Malayan sambar is one of the many sub-species found only on the island of Malaya which is now vulnerable
despite the
government making it illegal to hunt them. In captivity there is such a small handful left that without quick intervention, this species may become extinct before many have even had a chance to see them. At
Wataunga we hold four of the few remaining captive Malayan sambar in Europe. Thankfully, unlike in other
European sites, this species is breeding well at Watatunga
where we have made every effort to make the habitat as
natural as possible, providing cover for the mothers to hide
their young.
This year, we had not one, but two baby Malayan sambar born
in the reserve. Sambar are such a protective species that
even the guides have only had the rarest glimpse of the youngsters before they quickly turn and disappear into the bracken
followed closely by their ever watchful mothers. Next year,
Dee will be taking a step back from guiding on tours to focus
her attention on carrying out vital DNA work on the sambar
and hopefully, together with other European Zoos, help create
breeding programmes for this little known species.
We would like to thank all our wonderful guests who have taken the time out to come and visit us here at
Watatunga Wildlife Reserve and look forward to welcoming many of you back next season.
______________________________________________________________________

Quiz for an idle moment.........
1) Which novel begins with the words:

5) What club won the 1986 FA Cup Final ?

“It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single
man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want
of a wife.“

6) Who was seen with his knitting needles in Tokyo this
year?
7) What did Liverpool lose this year?

2) What is the name and breed of Monty Don's new dog?

8)

3) What does COP26 stand for?
4) Which activist became 18 this year?
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Who wrote 'Agnes Grey' and the 'Tenant of
Wildfell Hall'?
Answers on Page 15

COP26

Mobile Library is back!

At halfway through the second week of COP26 in Glasgow
there appears to be enough pledges and agreements to see a
World climate change if around 2.7 degrees by 2050, still well
above the 1.5 degree target set by scientists. The main areas
of discussion are coal usage, methane gas escape, deforestation, other carbon emissions and aid to countries most
immediately at risk.

Stops at Thorpland Lane, Runcton Holme

Thursdays 16.55pm – 17.10pm
23 December 20 January
17 February
Route number: DOW403
Please note this information is subject to change or
amendment both on a permanent and temporary basis.
For all enquiries about this route please call 01603 222303
Please read the following guidelines before visiting the
mobile library.

Just before the conference started, I emailed the Prime
Ministers Office with the proposal that it would be the act of
a Supreme Statesman if the PM would announce a reduction
of the UKs Nuclear Deterrent arsenal and use the resources
and expertise of our national assets to repurpose our
weapon material into nuclear power electricity generation.
Swords into Ploughshares.

•

You will be required to wear a face covering when you
visit the mobile library
• The mobile library will be operating on a one customer
(or one household of up to 3 people) at a time basis to
reduce the number of people inside
• Please remember to bring your library card with you
• We will ask you for your contact details for ‘test and
trace’ purposes
• Hand sanitiser will be available for use on the way in and
out and surfaces that are commonly touched will be
regularly wiped down
• Returned items will be quarantined for up to 72 hours
We look forward to welcoming you back on board. Please
bear with us if we run a little late due to limiting the number
of people on the mobile library through the day.

A Wikipedia search shows a world inventory of around 4000
long range nuclear warheads and another 9000 tactical
warheads, more than enough to destroy Earth’s 10000 cities.
The UK has around 400 submarine launched warheads of
which half are in storage. These stored weapons would make
an ideal start to the repurposing process.
Sadly, in March 2021 the PM announced a 10 year plan to
boost UK trade and “soft power” around the world, this plan
included raising the number of deployed warheads from 180
to 260. A strange marketing ploy!

Libraries Online

Luckily this week there has been some good news in the
press and on TV. It is reported that Rolls Royce have been
developing a small scale nuclear reactor, around one tenth
the size of present nuclear plants, which they are now
seeking funding for commercial development. With probably
60 years in the nuclear industry Rolls Royce should be able to
manufacture a safe and reliable contribution to our, and
possibly other countries, electrical needs.

We are still running lots of regular activities online for you to
keep in touch with library staff and other library customers,
so please take a look and join us. And don’t forget that we
offer a wide range of eBooks, eAudio, eNewspapers, and
eMagazines.
For the latest information, be sure to follow us on our social
media:
Facebook @NorfolkLibrariesUK
YouTube Norfolk Library & Information Service
For all enquiries about this route please call 01603 222303.

With everything from central heating to cars trains and
aeroplanes planning to go electric we certainly need reliable,
day and night, wind or calm, electricity.
GOOD LUCK RR!

Benefits and Advice Team
We are available to help people complete the following
forms:
Housing and Council Tax Benefit – means tested benefit
Discretionary Housing Payment; Attendance Allowance;
Disability Living Allowance; Pension Credit
Carers Allowance
You can contact us directly via our freephone Welfare
Benefits Hotline on 0800 731 2253. Telephone queries are
dealt with between 8.45am - 5.15pm Monday to Thursday
and 8.45am - 4.45pm on Friday's
Alternatively you can email us at any time to request a visit
or ask for advice:
revenuesvisitingteam@west-norfolk.gov.uk.
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2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Scout Group - October 2021
With the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions easing further we continue to hold all of our section
meetings face to face at our HQ! The laughter, smiles and chatter have returned. We have seen
new members join the sections and it appears that this is also evident across the UK in a most
scout groups. To help run the section meetings we are actively looking at recruiting adults for
uniformed and non-uniformed leadership roles, occasional helpers and also members for the
executive committee. Whatever your skillset, if you can lend a hand for as little or as much time as you can
spare, we promise you’ll get more out than you put in. We provide the training. You show up, get stuck in, and
make memories for life. Sounds fun? Worthwhile? It is! Could you spare us a couple of hours a month? If you are
interested in finding out about Beavers, Cubs or Scouts or volunteering as an adult helper, please contact
Bob Keens – Group Scout Leader on 01553 810855 or email b.keens@hotmail.com,
or Andy Nicol – Scout Section Leader on 01553 811201 or email andy-nicol@hotmail.co.uk
The Beaver section has seen a great deal of new joiners within the section, they have been busy with lots of
craft, skills and team work activities. Lots of badges have been awarded and some new Beavers have been
invested. They have also been learning about all things money. Different coins and notes, the history of money,
saving and spending and donating and sharing. They have a district panto trip to Hunstanton planned in
December to watch Aladdin.
The Cub section have been busy learning all about fire safety around the home and how to make homes safe and
how to react in an emergency. This activity led onto first aid has also been taught to the cubs. Map reading
badge activity work using coordinates has commenced to get the cubs used to working with maps and coordinates to locate objects and plan hikes. Lots of outdoor activities are planned for the future.
The scout section continues to expand, the Scouts invested three new scouts in October. The Scouts took part in
the district survival camp in September which was held at Wolverton. The Scouts slept in shelters all weekend,
made from pioneering poles, tarpaulin and rope. They planned and cooked all of their own meals over camp
fires, and washed up on completion. It was a well-attended, and the Scouts made some new friends from
different groups within the district. All scouts were awarded their Survival Skills badge. We also helped spent a
couple of hours working alongside members of St Peter and St Paul church in Watlington collecting left over
onions which will go to local night shelters in King’s Lynn. Many thanks to John Murfitt, Keith Stanley, Drew and
Maria Purves who helped collect the onions and Edward Pope for allowing us to collect from his land. 2022 has a
lot of district competitions planned, night hikes, shooting, camping and lots of water sport activities that we will
be taking part in.
All sections will be out and about in the autumn with lots of planned activities, shooting, archery, camping and
hiking. We will also be taking part in some litter picking duties around some of the local villages. The group will
also be taking part in the Global Jamboree competition, this is ten pin bowling which groups from all over the
world take part in. In 2019 we managed some fantastic results - Our Beavers finished 11th out of 106 teams, our
Cubs finished 15th out of 228 teams, our Scouts finished 35th out of 205 teams and our Leaders/adults finished
10th out of 54 teams. We will also be planning to provide a carol singing service for our adopted local care home
in Downham to bring some festive cheer to the residents.

2nd Runcton Holme & Watlington Scout Group

Thank you
Skip (Andy Nicol) Scout Section Leader
2 Runcton Holme and Watlington Scout Group
School Road
Runcton Holme
PE33 0AN

Meet at the Scout Hut in Runcton Holme near the school

nd

Beaver Scouts (6-8 year olds) Monday 6:30 to 8:00 pm
Cub Scouts (8-10½ year olds) Wednesday 6:30-8:00 pm

Scouts (10½-14 year olds) Monday 7:15- 9:00 pm
Bob Keens: Group Scout Leader
01553 810855 b.keens@hotmail.com
Andy Nicol: Scout Section Leader
01553 811201 andy-nicol@hotmail.co.uk
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Church News – St James, Runcton Holme
St James Church – Services

From the Vicar
Letter from Canon David

Sunday services continue to be held on the first
Sunday of the month. Thursday services will be
suspended in December and January and will
re-commence on Thursday 3rd February at 10am.

Dear Reader
As I write, there is panic in the media..... Christmas food in
short supply, Christmas presents and toys held up in ports,
and the latest electronic gadgets delayed due to chip
shortage and power failures in China. And now with Covid
infection and death rates increasing again, it looks like we
are going to have a long and difficult winter.

Sunday Services – dates as follows
5th December at 9.30am
Holy Communion, Revd Canon Dr David Karoon
2nd January at 9,30am
Holy Communion, Revd Canon Dr David Karoon
6th February at 9.30
Holy Communion Revd Canon Dr David Karoon
6th March at 9.30am
Holy Communion Revd Canon Dr David Karoon

But this does NOT mean that Christmas is cancelled.
Christmas cannot be cancelled because its origins are rooted
in what happened in Bethlehem two thousand years ago.
Then, God came in human flesh as a baby born to Mary,
adored by angels and worshipped by wise men from the
East. It is the story of God's love for human beings and the
world; it is a story that will never go out of fashion!

Services last about 50mins
Thursday Services – dates as follows
3rd February at 10am
Holy Communion Revd Canon Dr David Karoon
3rd March at 10am
Holy Communion Revd Canon Dr David Karoon

And so I hope that whatever your circumstances, you will
have a Happy Christmas. That you will be able to rejoice in
the precious gift of peace and joy, and that the hope of
Christmas will be yours and your family's too.

But this Christmas, why not do something different? Why not
come to church to sing carols and marvel at the mystery that
is Christmas!

Services last about 30 mins
Carol Service

Seest thou, my soul, with thy faith's eyes, how He

A Carol Service will be held on Thursday
16 December at 6.30pm.
Covid restrictions still apply so we have to continue
to restrict the numbers who can attend. To avoid
disappointment please book your pew in advance
by telephone either 812094 or 811212.

Which fills all place, yet none holds Him, doth lie?
Was not His pity towards thee wondrous high,
That would have need to be pitied by thee?
Kiss Him, and with Him into Egypt go,
With His kind mother, who partakes thy woe -

Baptism at St James 7th November
we welcome Maya and Quinn to our church
family.

John Donne
With prayerful good wishes for Christmas and the New Year,

DK

RIP Anthony and Margaret Shillito.
Andrew Royer

www.westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk
Tel:07596 707469;
Email: louise.vigus@westnorfolkpriorygroup.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook!

Daily Hope - phone line
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflection as well
as full worship services from the Church of England at
the end of a telephone line
The line is open 24 hours a day

0800 804 8044
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Broadband and your Phone Line
Many residents will not be aware of a change to be imposed across the country by BT Open Reach in 2025, this change will
have a significant impact for those of us who live and work in Rural Communities.
Below is an article which Private Eye have kindly agreed we can reproduce which explains the impact of the imposed changes:

From Private Eye issue 1558 Author: Jane Mackenzie www.private-eye.co.uk
DON’T CALL US

SO. FAREWELL then to another small but important piece of emergency resilience, as the digital
update of the telephone network ends the ability to make landline calls during a power cut – while
the National Grid warned last week of an increased risk of power cuts this winter.
On the old copper network, corded landline phones were powered from the exchange rather than from a
home’s electricity, meaning calls could be made even during a power outage. BT customers currently being notified of the switchover to BT Digital Voice are told in the small print: “Please note that if there is a
power cut, or the broadband fails, you will be unable to make calls including those to 999.”
Phone companies have suggested this is fine, as most people will have a mobile phone nowadays to use
instead (and clearly no one will ever get caught nearly out of battery just as a power cut happens). However, documents produced by Ofcom last year in relation to trials for withdrawing copper services in Salisbury note that 2m adults in the UK, most of them elderly or vulnerable, still live in landline-only homes.
Ofcom rules say providers must “take all necessary measures to ensure uninterrupted access to emergency
organisations”, and should provide at least one solution that enables access to 999 calls for a minimum of
one hour before imposing digital switchover. Even this is pretty rubbish compared to the previous ability
to contact a neighbour or family member (and perhaps avoid a problem escalating into a blue light emergency).
BT does provide a helpline for customers without a mobile phone or in areas with poor mobile reception, so long as they notice the detail in the small print and go on the website to find it. BT allows “vulnerable customers prone to power cuts” to request a one-hour back-up battery. Other customers can buy a pricey back-up unit. However, some report being told these are
now out of stock, yet they are being switched over anyway!
The imposition of the switch over will mean:
•

Old Style Personal Assist Alarms will not operate on the new system.

•

Existing Phones incapable of VOIP (Voice Over Internet Protocol), will be redundant and customers will have to buy new
equipment.

•

The small current carried on BT’s existing lines will be switched off, Rural Areas where copper and aluminium lines may
still operate will have no access to a landline in the event of a power cut, see the article above.

Many Residents will already have experienced how fragile our Rural telephone and power lines are and winter always brings
with it the promise of power cuts and disruptions. Imagine a community where it is impossible to make 999 emergency calls,
receive help if you fall, check up on relatives or even find out when the power is due to be switched back on. This may be the
reality from 2025 onwards.
Your Parish council are therefore making representations on your behalf to BT Open Reach, Borough and County Councillors.
We are also trying to determine the number of properties in the Parish that will be affected by this switch over in 2025.
There is a government funded Rural Broad Band scheme:
https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk/suppliers/rural-broadband-uk-ltd/
If there is enough interest in the Parish it may be possible that under the scheme and by banding together, we could bring
fibre to the Parish, this would not solve the problem of emergency calls during power cuts for which Open Reach says should
be made by mobile phone! Mobile coverage in the Parish is patchy if non-existent.
In the meantime, residents may wish to make their own representation to our MP Elizabeth Truss-contact details are given
below:
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

Phone: 0207 219 7151

We will update everyone as we receive more information.
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Email: elizabeth.truss.mp@parliament.uk
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Bonfires-not November 5th (but related)

Watlington WI - also covers
local villages including
Runcton Holme

On Monday 6th September about 6-00pm it had been a lovely
day, people sitting outside, some having their evening meal
when a fire was started at the rear of Ffolkes Place and
smoke began drifting across the field and enveloping Ffolkes
Place. People had to abandoned their outdoor activities ,
move into their houses closing all doors and windows. At one
point there was no visibility across Ffolkes Place, the smoke
could be seen from the school and was also visible in
Watlington.
The Parish Council received twelve complaints and on
Monday 13th September during late afternoon another
bonfire was started at the rear of Banyards Place with smoke
drifting across the field and affecting the houses on
Watlington Road - more complaints.
The matter was referred to the District Council who said that
any complaints should be referred to them by email, link
below and as evidence a photo as an attachment using a
mobile phone with a date and time would help in their
investigation of causing a nuisance.
Bonfire and smoke | Bonfire and smoke | Borough Council of
King’s Lynn & West Norfolk
• only burn garden waste (tyres, cables plastics, rubber,
painted products or household waste must not be burnt)
• use dry materials only
• avoid burning at weekends and bank holidays
• let your neighbours know that you're going to have a
bonfire
• don't leave the fire unattended, even when it's just
smouldering
• check the direction of any wind blowing

Plans for Christmas are coming along nicely. Christmas
Dinner at a local restaurant and party time at our normal
meeting. As so many plans had to be cancelled last year
due to Covid restrictions we are looking forward to getting
together and having fun even more this year.
The programme for next year is coming along nicely and
should hopefully be finalised by the December meeting.
Keep an eye on the website for updates.
We have had several new members in the last few months
so welcome to them all. Some new members have recently
moved to the area and are looking forward to making new
friends and getting involved.
Craft morning and book club have resumed and the Rainbow Café has been very busy and vibrant since we started
again in September.
Recently moved into the local area or in need of a little
diversion? Come along to a meeting and get to know people. We have members of all ages from several local villages. You only need be 18 or over to join. You don’t need to
be able to cook, sew or knit and not many of our members
make jam so don’t let that put you off.
The WI page on the Watlington Norfolk website is a good
starting point to see what is planned. If you are interested
in becoming a member or prefer to just come along to see
what we are about, please contact Emma on 01553 811521
for more info.
Email: watlingtonwomensinstitute @gmail.com
Website: www.watlingtonnorfolk.co.uk – WI pages

Facebook: Watlington WI
________________________________________________

Answers to Quick Quiz
1) Jane Austen - Pride and Prejudice
2) Patti - Yorkshire Terrier
3) Conference of the Parties . the 26th to be held
4) Greta Thunberg
5) Liverpool ( beat Everton 3-1 )
6) Tom Daley
7) Lost its UNESCO World Heritage status.
8) Anne Bronte.
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Useful Contact Information
Parish Council
Parish Councillors:

Shaun Partridge

Bob Pearman

Brenda Redfern

Martin Stevens

Ray Wales

Kevin Ward

Parish Clerk: Pippa Winson, 37 Ullswater Avenue, South Wootton, Kings Lynn, PE30 3NJ
Phone: 01553 674382
Borough Council:
Borough Councillors:

Email: runctonholmepc@btinternet.com
01553 616200
Michael Howland
Geoff Hipperson

Norfolk County Council:
County Councillor: Brian Long
Elizabeth Truss MP:

cllr.mike.howland@west-norfolk.gov.uk
cllr.geof.hipperson@west-norfolk.gov.uk

0344 800 8020
01945 430169
01842 766155

Medical Centre:
01553 810253 Emergency (out of hours) 01603 488488
Pharmacy:
01553 811045
Hospital:
01553 613613
Urgent Medical Assistance:
111
Life Threatening Medical Emergency:
999
Police: Non-Emergency
101
Electricity Emergency:
0800 783 8838
Gas Emergency: (Gas Leak)
0800 111 999
Anglian Water: (Public Road Water Leak)
0800 771 881
Holy Cross Church of England Primary School:
01553 810394
Church Wardens:
Eve Thomas
01553 812094
Brenda Redfern
01553 811212
Downham Market Library:
01366 383073
Cats Protection League:
01366 382311
Brambles Animal Sanctuary:
01366 388456

SAFEGUARDING
AGENCIES AVAILABLE TO HELP ON A 24 HOUR BASIS OR THROUGH SPECIALIST
HELPLINES AND SERVICES, ARE LISTED BELOW
NSPCC Child Protection Helpline: 0800 800 5000 (lines free and open 24 hours).
Phone if you are worried about a child .Lines are free and open 24 hours.
Child-line: 0800 1111 Any child or young person can phone if worried about any problem, big or small.

National Domestic Violence Helpline: 0800 2000 247 ( Lines free and open 24 hours).
Phone if you are experiencing domestic abuse.
Action on Elder Abuse: 080 8808 8141 (free phone Monday—Friday 9am -5 pm
Samaritans Helpline: 116 123 (open 24 hours)
Phone for help. If you are struggling to cope and need to talk to someone contact us.
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